
     

 

   

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year!  I hope you had a wonderful holiday!  Thanks again for your 

thoughtful gifts and for helping make kindergarten so special for your child! 

 

As the New Year is upon us, we will continue to be very busy in the classroom.  We are 

in the final writing stages of our class big book, Brown Bear, Brown Bear and will be 

publishing it soon. 

   

Writing Workshop 

As you may already know, your child is beginning to write words to go with some of his 

illustrations.  I have been encouraging your child to record the letters that he hears in the 

words in his story.  In the beginning, this may only be the initial sound of the word.  

That’s fine.  Gradually your child will hear more of the sounds and may even be able to 

stretch out an entire sentence. In class, we have been discussing strategies to use when 

trying to write words to formulate sentences.  They include; 

 

 Stretching out a word “like a rubber band” to hear each sound.  Note:  Since this is a 

developmental process, in the beginning stages, your child may only hear few sounds 

in a word (i.e., beginning sounds).  He or she may also record letters that are not 

technically correct (i.e., a “k” for “cat”).  This “invented spelling” in the beginning 

stages of writing are fine. This is the same idea as “tapping out” monosyllablic words. 

 Searching for words around the classroom (i.e., word wall, color and number words, 

word ring etc.). 

 

We have also discussed, when labeling objects or people in our story we record those 

words above each particular item inside the illustration box.  As your child begins to take 

those words and organize them into a sentence, it is then recorded on the lines below the 

picture.  Please refer to the above when your child is asked to draw a picture about 

his (or her) weekend and label or write a sentence using kid spelling. 

 

We will continue to explore different strategies, techniques and literature through 

“Writing Workshop”.  I will keep you posted.  Through Writing Workshop, we will also 

continue to uncover how writers write for many purposes.  We learned that writers write 

cards, letters, signs, lists and more.  Our young writers will not only learn and explore the 

different purposes but have the opportunity to use these different forms in their own 

writing!  

 



Next, we will explore how to write personal narratives.  Our young writers will learn how 

to plan before they begin.  They will also write about their own personal lives to entertain 

their reader. 

 

Science/Social Studies 

As we enter the winter months, we will learn about penguins, whales and more.  We also 

will spend time learning about economics.  This will include needs and wants, goods and 

services etc.  In the science lab we will continue to use the 5 E model to explore simple 

machines. 

 

Fundations 

We will be working on the following lowercase and uppercase letters: u, r, p and j. 

 

Reading Workshop 

This month we will review and celebrate the many reading strategies we previously 

learned. When your child brings his reading bag home, please have him continue to read 

the book and sight word ring and return the bag and its contents the next morning. The 

children will continue to bring home the “Sh” books. 

 

Math 

We will continue our unit on ordering by size, length and weight.  Next, we will begin 

our chapter on size and position. 

 

Misc. 

I am sending home the January Scholastic book order.  Please return it by Tuesday. 

 

Here are some quick reminders; 

 Pack your child’s library book every Wednesday.  

 If you did not send back a complete change of clothes for the winter season, please 

do so ASAP.  (Most families have already done so.)  If you are not sure, please 

check with me. If your child uses it, I will return the dirty clothes as well as 

whatever clean clothes were not used.  Please refill the bag with a complete change 

of clothes and send it back the next day. 

 Review the sight word ring with your child frequently.  Read with your child every 

day. 

 

Thanks in advance!  I look forward to an exciting new year with you and your child! 

 

       Sincerely, 

Mrs. Zimmerman 

 

 

        

 



 

 

 


